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Inclusion and Special Educational Needs
Policy
Principles

· At Stead Lane all of our children have equal value and have the right to learn and to take part in all areas of the curriculum.
· Our children are entitled to a broad and balanced curriculum that is relevant to their needs. Regard is made to learning styles and the strengths and the needs of groups of children when weekly and termly plans are made. 
· We recognise the diversity of needs within the school population. Some children have physical or emotional problems and others have special talents (there is a separate policy for ‘gifted and talented children) or learning difficulties. All of these require appropriate support.

Responsibilities

The School Governor who has responsibility for SEN is Amanda Hartley.
The SENCO is Mrs J. Olsen who holds a Certificate in Further Professional Studies in Education (Special Educational Needs) and an Advanced Diploma in Educational Studies. She is responsible for managing the provision for children with special needs, recording their progress, liaison with outside agencies (such as the Educational Psychologist or Social Services) and relaying and discussing information with parents. 
Mrs J. Athey runs a ‘PEEPS’ group to support the parents of Nursery children and also an intervention group for speech and language in the Foundation Stage.
The school has 2 members of staff who have completed training as Inclusion Mentors. They are Mrs J. Mitchell and  Mrs H. Cotton whose role is to: -
· Monitor the behaviour of children who have been identified by staff as causing concern. She will meet the children at pre-arranged times to review their behaviour after playtimes, lunch times or at the end of the school day. 
· To help children who are distressed or angry by working with them when difficult situations arise.
· To run a nurture group for children who are in need of extra support.
· To contact parents when children are absent from school without explanation.

The school’s Educational Psychologist is Ms A. Lee.

Admissions

The school considers, individually, the admission of children with special needs and will welcome all those for whom there is appropriate support. It is accessible by wheelchairs at the front entrance, where a ramp has been added and at the back of the school through the Nursery Door. There are no stairs in the school except at the front entrance.

SEN Provision

A pupil is defined as having Special Educational Needs (SEN) if he or she has a learning difficulty which requires special educational provision to be made for him or her. We follow the SEN Code of practice which covers the procedures for school based assessments and interventions, statutory assessments, statements of SEN and their annual reviews and the planning for transition to other schools.

Children are identified through assessments (termly for Numeracy and literacy in Key Stages 1 and 2), or by their teachers in cases of speech, emotional, social or physical difficulties. The school currently uses The Schonell / Salford reading test to monitor reading progress. Mrs Olsen is able to refer children to the Speech and Language Service for formal assessments and also to specialist services for visual and hearing difficulties should the need arise.

We have a register of children with SEN. Children are classed as being at School Action when provision is made within school, School Action Plus when the help of outside agencies is sought and Statement of SEN when additional support has been granted by the LEA after gathering evidence from all the people who work with a particular child.

We use the system known as ‘provision mapping’. This means that the needs of particular groups of children are identified and appropriate interventions are planned. These may be for a short period of time or for longer terms. They are used to develop physical and social skills, support speech and language development and to improve attainment in literacy and Numeracy. Targets are set at the beginning of an intervention and assessed, either by the school or by the speech therapist, at appropriate intervals.

Some children who have significant difficulties may require referral to specialist services, for example those dealing with behaviour problems or communication difficulties. If proper provision cannot be made in school a referral for a Statement of SEN can be requested. All types of referral need the consent of parents or carers and the SENCO will always involve and inform them about their child’s progress and needs.

Transition

Children who have a Statement of SEN will have their transition review in Year 3. This enables arrangements to be made for the receiving school to learn about the child and to meet with the parents and carers. Relevant information will be passed on to the next teacher and SENCO, and every effort will be made to make the move as successful as possible.

Resources

Resources have been deployed throughout the school. Additional literacy materials have been provided by the ‘Stepping Stones’ scheme which aims to work with parents and carers of children who need help with reading. The LEA funds 10 hours of SEN support in every year group.

Complaints

The School’s Complaints Procedure is available in the entrance hall.

Evaluating the Policy

The school intends to review this policy using these questions as the criteria for success.

· Is liaison effective and taking place?
· Is the necessary information being passed on to each year group and are all staff aware of the special needs of their class?
· Are parents and carers given opportunities to discuss their children’s needs?
· Are interventions reviewed and targets reached?
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