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POLICY FOR THE SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF PUPILS
Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of pupils in our school.

The Legal Requirements
The curriculum of a maintained school must promote the spiritual, moral, social, mental and physical development of pupils and of society; and prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  (Education Reform Act 1998 and Education Act 1992)

The aims of our school are:

· to create a safe and stimulating environment
· to create an environment where children will feel happy and confident
· to encourage children to respect others because they are valued themselves
· to provide a balanced curriculum in which all children are encouraged to gain their full potential
· to provide equal opportunities for all
· to promote an atmosphere where self-discipline is positively encouraged
· to promote an atmosphere where children are enabled to become independent learners.
The following principles and interpretations, offered by Northumberland LEA reflect a broad consensus about Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of children at our school.

Spiritual Development
A definition of spirituality needs to embrace both the religious and non-religious if it is to encompass the experience of all individuals within a school community.  It is helpful therefore to consider that spirituality need not be confined to what we call the mystical but is a necessary aspect of human consciousness.

A notion of spirituality viewed in this way concerns the development of an individual set of beliefs that stem from a sense of personal self-worth and recognition of the uniqueness of every individual.  Although this development is focused on the individual it carries with it an understanding that a relationship with other people, animals and the Earth is necessary if we are to determine our identity within the world.  For some a sense of Deity is also an essential factor.  It is important that the development of an awareness of our world is encouraged through curiosity, reflection and questioning concerning why the physical world functions as it does and allows answers that move beyond solely an intellectual understanding.

For example:

· The migratory habits of the swallow may be studied in depth and the actual mechanics explained but this cannot account for the amazement felt when a flight of swallows takes to the air in Autumn, in preparation for, what seems, an impossible journey for such “small birds”.

· The fact of a small blade of grass pushing through the concrete that would seem to be beyond logical thinking.

· The near impossible task of untangling and accounting for the way human relationships and behaviour can enrich and affect our lives.

· The experience of the transformational power of prayer and the presence of God in people’s everyday lives.

Spirituality is therefore about our capacity to value and experience the beauty and wonders of the world in which we live and the response of the human spirit through loving, caring, persevering and coping with adversity.  This experience may be heightened by the fact that we may encounter things in our world that leave us with a sense of awe and wonder.

Moral Development
Moral development helps pupils to distinguish between right and wrong within the parameters of their own developing moral code, this will be informed by knowing where they stand in relation to the prevalent values and attitudes of their own time and place and how these values and attitudes have been influenced by history and other cultures.

Morality implies the ability to make decisions about our behaviour based upon a considered judgement of the context in which we find ourselves, the attitudes and likely reactions of others and the consequences of our actions.

The moral development of pupils has two facets:

· developing an understanding of the prevailing moral code and the factors which influence it and

· growing towards an understanding of oneself and one’s own code of behaviour.

In order for these two facets to be realised schools must encourage pupils to develop an understanding that morality is neither absolute nor unchanging and that we should not condemn the actions of others or ourselves without careful consideration.  Any pre-determined moral codes may well be questioned by pupils as their personal moral code develops.

Social Development

The social development of pupils is concerned with their ability to recognise that individuals are interdependent.  It is about their ability to understand the implications of their actions, both short term and long term for themselves, for other individuals, for the whole group and for society.

Through positive socialisation pupils gain self esteem, confidence and assertiveness which equips them to take on responsibilities as individuals, within groups and within the context of wider societies.  These pupils can take the initiative and play their part in decision making in a variety of contexts; they can co-operate and contribute to the work of small groups, take on responsibility in larger groups such as the whole class or whole school and they can play a 
positive part in their local community and wider society.  They can also make a positive decision not to participate or take responsibility within a group.  In order to make these decisions pupils need to have awareness and an understanding of the ways in which different societies function.  To play their part within school they need to gradually develop an understanding of its ethos and their role within it.  To contribute effectively to a pluralist society they need to be aware of the variety of perspectives it embraces and to be sensitive to the needs of others.

Social development is not simply about forming good relationships and getting along with people.  Central to it is the ability of pupils to make informed decisions about their level of participation in groups and societies and the ability to do so effectively whilst developing an awareness of the needs of self and others.

Cultural Development
Cultural development permeates the whole curriculum.  It should help pupils understand how their culture(s) have influenced and made them who they are.  This implies a notion of culture as a continuum in which present experiences are influenced by past understandings.  Cultural development should widen and deepen pupils’ grasp of world cultures so that they have the freedom to make informed choices.  Inherent in this is the assumption that we do not necessarily accept or reject without question our inherited culture or the culture of others or the handed down definitions of high and low culture.  It should enable pupils to enjoy, question, reject, participate in and ultimately to make informed judgements about the cultural opportunities offered to them.

Our strategies to make provision for the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of the children in our school are through:

· staff awareness

· the ethos of the school

· our organisation particularly group work

· rewards and sanctions

· collective worship

· the curriculum


· a range and variety of learning experiences:

· both on and off the site:-

· which are school or community driven

· which raise awareness of the wider community

· which include opportunities for pupil initiative.
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