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MUSIC POLICY
The Importance of Music to the Curriculum

At Stead Lane First School, we value music as a powerful and unique form of communication that can strongly influence the way pupils think, feel and act. It enables emotional development, encourages personal expression and increases creativity thereby making a valuable contribution to curriculum.
Aims and Objectives

· To develop an enjoyment of music by providing an opportunity to listen to a variety of music and play a variety of instruments.

· To develop and extend children’s musical skills, understanding and knowledge with reference to the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum and National Curriculum guidelines.

· To develop children’s self-esteem through the experience of music making with and for others.

· To promote children’s social development through involvement in listening to, participating in and responding to group music making.
· To develop children’s cultural and spiritual awareness by providing opportunities for listening and responding to different types of music.
· To develop the children’s concentration through performing and composing, listening and appraising.

· To give opportunities for the children to develop the quality of their singing and performance.

Planning and Delivering Music

Pupils receive a broad and balanced curriculum in which sufficient time is provided to teach music and to provide for progression in knowledge, skills and understanding. All pupils experience planned class – based musical activity through blocked topic work or weekly lessons each term. 
Where possible music is taught as part of a cross curricular topic, if this is not appropriate units are taught discretely. In Foundation Stage the units relate to Creative Development Early Learning Goals as set out in the EYFS.
Equal Opportunities
At Stead Lane we believe that every child, whatever ability, gender or culture should have the opportunity to succeed in music. In music children can often express themselves and release their creativity in ways that they can not in other subjects.

We teach music to all children, regardless of ability in accordance with our Equal Opportunities policy. Children who are recognised as having SEN will be given every opportunity to access music through a range of teaching and learning styles which reflect their individual needs. Children who are identified as gifted and talented are placed on the gifted and talented register and will be given support/guidance to meet their full potential.

Assessment

All class teachers will use their knowledge of the children in their class to plan appropriate work in music. Class teachers will make an assessment of each child’s progress and keep appropriate records of achievement.

Assessment is an on going process brought about by:

· Observation of children working.

· Discussion with children before and after working.

· Looking at/ marking children’s work.

Role of the Coordinator

· To inform staff of current developments in musical education or training for

teachers.
· Monitoring music planning/teaching across school.

· Overseeing the provision of resources.

· Liaising with music specialists.

Resources

We have sufficient resources for all music teaching units in the school. Each class has access to a shared music trolley which is kept in the hall. This trolley should be checked regularly for breakages and losses.
Health and Safety

To ensure safety all children are trained from an early age on the appropriate use of musical instruments and equipment. Any heavy equipment will be moved by an adult. All broken instruments should be reported to the music coordinator as soon as possible.

Wider Opportunities, Musical Tuition and LEA Contributions

Northumberland County Council allocates funds each year for whole class instrumental and vocal tuition in Key Stage Two. This year the money has been spent on a specialist teacher delivering 10 weeks of recorder lesson to Key Stage Two pupils. It is hoped that next years fund will pay for a 10 week unit of Ukulele lessons for Year Four pupils.

At Stead Lane we also offer the following:

· Recorder After School Club
· Key Stage Two Choir (After School Club)

· Guitar tuition 
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