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POLICY STATEMENT FOR MATHEMATICS

This policy is in line with the school’s involvement with the National Numeracy Strategy.  It reflects the requirements of the Mathematics National Curriculum and the advised practices within the National Numeracy Strategy.

Aims

· To fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Mathematics in line with the National Numeracy Strategy.

Pupils Should:

· Become confident with and competent in the use and knowledge of number, its patterns and operation.

· Select the appropriate arithmetic operations needed to solve problems.

· Develop appropriate, effective and efficient methods of mental calculations.

· Use mental arithmetic in single and multiple operations confidently and in such a way as to allow them to solve both simple and complex mathematical problems.

· Develop mathematical language and be able to communicate their ideas, strategies and methods to others.

· Be able to apply strategies of mental calculation to everyday situations.

Differentiation

Differentiation will be achieved through careful planning.  This will take into account the need to provide for limited differentiation within a class / set with children working on the same aspect of mathematics at the same time.  Differentiation will normally reflect three bands of attainment, including children with special educational needs.  Oral mental work will generally be a whole class activity.

Recording / Assessing / Reporting

Assessment of children’s learning will be made informally appropriate to the objectives of the unit being taught.  In addition, time for assessment opportunities will be incorporated in the planning cycle as indicated in the framework.

Formal records such a baseline in Nursery / Reception,  NFER in Year 1 and SAT’s in Years 2, 3 and 4 will be maintained for all children.  Progress and differentiation will be observed by regular monitoring.

Equal Opportunities

As a Staff, we need to maintain awareness of, and to provide for, equal access for all our pupils in Mathematics. 

Inset

Staff are encouraged to avail themselves of any relevant and appropriate Inset Course, whether school based or LEA approved.

Early Years

In the Early Years, Mathematics is an integral part of the provision for our children.  In Nursery and Reception classes children will be working towards the Early Learning Goals for the Foundation Stage.

Role of Curriculum Co-ordinator

· To monitor teaching and learning in mathematics.
· To co-ordinate and review the policy for mathematics.

· Attend co-ordinators meetings and report back to staff.

· To update resources as required.

· Keep up to date with developments in mathematics.
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