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Literacy Policy

Introduction

This policy has been written for all stakeholders and visitors to the school. The foundation for this policy was formulated by staff in light of the renewed Primary Framework for Literacy. The Framework is organised into twelve strands and these relate directly to the Early Learning Goals and to the National Curriculum Orders for English at Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
Rationale

Literacy is defined as the combined skills of reading, writing and oral language. In order for children to become literate they must understand that the written word is a representation of the spoken word, and that both have a variety of forms related to purpose.

Aims

We aim to develop children`s abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking & Listening, Reading & Writing and Drama. Children will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach to the teaching of Literacy across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and practise taught literacy skills.
By the age of nine we aim for a child to be able to:

· Read, write and speak with confidence, fluency and understanding
· Use a full and appropriate range of strategies; phonic, graphic, grammatical and contextual to deal with reading and writing challenges independently

· Have a love of books and read for enjoyment

· Have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms
· Discuss reading and writing; expressing opinions, explaining techniques and justifying preferences, about a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts, using suitable technical vocabulary
· Produce clear, fluent joined writing

Time Allocation
Each class receives a daily Literacy lesson and teacher`s planning shows where Literacy is linked to other curriculum areas through the Creative Curriculum.
Planning

Teachers plan from the renewed Primary Framework for Literacy, through a teaching sequence in a unit of work which lasts two, three or four weeks. Additional opportunities for Literacy are planned through cross-curricular links in the Creative Curriculum.
Teaching and Learning
Teachers plan for well-paced lessons which engage the children and drive their learning forward. They have a clear understanding of the objectives being taught and these are displayed at the beginning of each lesson and shared with the children.
· Children are set appropriate learning challenges

· Children are given opportunity to learn in ways that maximise their chances of success

· Children are given support to tackle the specific barriers to progress they face

The use of ICT

Opportunities to use ICT to support teaching and learning in Literacy will be planned for and used as appropriate. Interactive Whiteboards are an integral part of each classroom.
Assessment and Target Setting

Formative assessment, carried out by all class teachers, is used to inform future planning. It involves identifying children`s progress against learning objectives, determining what a child has already achieved and moving them on to the next stage of learning.
At the end of each unit of work, children are assessed using the learning outcomes of each of the three phases in the teaching sequence.

The school assessment policy defines specific assessment tasks to be carried out in each year group/key stage.

Targets in reading and writing are set at the beginning of each term. They are shared with both children and parents and displayed on a target wall in each classroom.
Inclusion 

We will identify which children are under-achieving and provide support to improve their attainment. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided.

Equal Opportunities

Our Literacy policy encourages the practice of inclusion for all children.
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