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HUMANITIES POLICY

(GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY)

All pupils in our school are entitled to receive a broad experience in the Humanities.  Geography and History will feature significantly in many of the topics taught in school.

AIMS

· To fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum in Geography and History.

GEOGRAPHY

· To investigate the physical and human features of their surroundings

· To encourage a caring attitude toward the environment.

· To become aware of places in a wider geographical context.

· To help pupils develop geographical skills.

· To undertake studies that focus on geographical questions.

HISTORY


· To give pupils opportunities to develop an awareness of the past and of ways in which
it was different from the present.


· To learn about changes in their own lives.

· To learn about changes in life over long periods of time.

· To develop an awareness of chronology.

· To learn about the past from a range of sources of information.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

First hand experiences should be at the heart of work in Humanities.  These experiences will be varied and might include working outside the classroom, visits to sites of geographical and historical interest and using and handling objects, photographs and other sources of evidence and information.  Due consideration will be given to SAFETY when planning fieldwork.

PLANNING FOR HUMANITIES

Geography and History are planned into our topics for Key Stages 1 and 2 - sometimes as the main focus of the topic.

The Humanities Curriculum will not be spread uniformly through a week, term, or year, but an adequate amount of time will be allocated to Geography and History over the two key stages.

A balance between the History and Geography components of the Humanities Curriculum will be achieved through careful key stage planning.  In Key Stage 2 this will involve liaison with Middle School.

Continuity and progression in each key stage will be achieved through the gradual extension of skills, concepts and content in topic planning.  For further detail please refer to the Humanities' Matrix and to the accompanying notes relating to Mapping and Fieldwork Skills.

ASSESSING AND REPORTING

As good practitioners we are continually assessing our pupils.  Our assessments will be in part diagnostic, allowing us to match the correct level of work to the needs of the pupil, thus benefitting the pupil and ensuring progress.

The school will present to parents, for discussion, an annual written report on each pupil involved in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

ROLE OF THE CO-ORDINATOR

· To involve Headteacher and all staff in developing a policy for Humanities.

· To work with staff to develop a scheme of work in line with the requirements of the

National Curriculum.

· To consider necessary resources.

· To attend Humanities Co-ordinators' Meetings and report back to staff.

· To liaise with Middle School.

· To review policy/scheme of work annually.

DEVELOPMENT OF MAPPING SKILLS

DIRECTION:

*
Follow directions - up/down, left/right.

*
Follow directions - N/S/E/W.

*
Use a compass e.g. in weather study.

*
Use grid references e.g. A3, C5.

*
Use 4 figure co-ordinates to locate features on a map.

SYMBOLS:

*
Use own symbols on imaginary maps.

*
Use class agreed symbols on simple maps.

*
Introduce need for a key and standard symbols.

SCALE:

*
Use relative vocabulary - bigger/smaller, like/unlike etc.

*
Simple scale drawing e.g. 1 sq. cm: 1 sq. m.

*
Measure straight line distance on a plan.
PLANS:

*
Draw round objects to make a plan.

*
Look down on objects to make a plan.

*
Follow a route using a plan.

*
Study plans of classroom, school, village.

DRAWING:

*
Draw picture maps of imaginary places/and from stories.

*
Make a representation of a real or imaginary place.

*
Make a map of a short route, features in correct order.

GLOBES, MAPS, ATLASES:

*
Identify land and sea on globes.

*
Identify features on oblique aerial photographs.

*
Use index and contents pages in atlases.

*
Become familiar with different types of maps.

DEVELOPMENT OF FIELDWORK SKILLS

*
Follow directions.

*
Follow a route using a plan.

*
Record weather observations over a short period.

*
Use a large-scale map to locate their own position and features outside the 
classroom.

*
Make a map of a short route, showing features in the correct order.

*
Measure and record weather using direct observation and simple equipment.
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