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POLICY FOR HOMEWORK

Introduction:

Research over a number of years in this and other countries has shown that homework, or home activities, can make an important contribution to children’s progress at school.

What do we mean by Homework

In this policy, “homework” refers to any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.

The purpose of homework

We believe homework contributes towards;

· Developing an effective partnership between school and parents and other carers in

pursuing the aims of the school.

· Consolidating and reinforcing skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and

numeracy.

· Exploiting resources for learning, of all kinds, at home.

· Extending school learning, of all kinds, at home.

When is homework most effective?

Evidence suggests that homework makes the greatest contribution to learning when:

· Children and parents / carers are very clear about what they need to do.

· Parents / carers are treated as partners in their children’s learning.

· Tasks are carefully planned and structured to support progression in learning, as part of

work done in school.

· There is a regular programme so that everyone – teachers, children and parents / carers –

know what to expect each week

· Children receive prompt, clear feedback on their work.

· Practice is consistent across school.

· Homework policies are regularly monitored and evaluated to check that they support children’s learning in the best possible way

Our aims in establishing this policy are;

· To improve the quality of learning for our pupils.

· To have a consistent approach throughout the school.

· To take into account the needs of individual pupils.

· To have a clear understanding for parents / carers about the expectations from themselves and the pupil.

· To provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work in partnership.

· To prepare children at Year 4 for transfer to the next stage of their education.

How are we going to do this?

· By involving parents / carers actively in their child’s learning as soon as they start school.

· By starting with short activities of different kinds.

· By planning to have at least 50% of homework time spent on reading activities, we believe that regular reading is vital.

· By gradually increasing the time set for homework as the children get older. 

· By gradually developing the skills of independent learning as the children get older.

· By devising a regular pattern of homework activities.

· By setting out work on a weekly basis.

· By emphasising that the quality of work is more important than the amount of time spent.

Time Allocation

· The Government recommends the following time allocation for daily home activities.

· Reception, Y1, Y2

-
1 hour per week


Y3 & Y4


-
1 ½  hours per week

The role of parents and carers in supporting pupils

· Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which children can do their homework.

· Make it clear to children that parents value the homework, and supports the school in explaining how it can help their learning.

· Encourage the children and praise them when they have completed the activity.

The Activities:

Reading:

· Home School Reading Books issued on request.

· A diary to be kept and completed by parent / carer.

· Books will only be changed if the diary has been completed and signed.

Other Home Activities:
· Spellings, other literacy activities, number work and occasional assignments in other subject areas.

· Activities will be varied and not purely written assignments.

· They will give a child plenty of opportunity to succeed.
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