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Drugs Policy

Development Process, Dissemination, Monitoring and Review

This policy was developed and agreed in consultation with governors, senior management team, staff, parents, pupils and the L.E.A.

The policy reflects national guidance and priorities as outlined in DfES Drugs: Guidance for Schools (2004) the Updated Drug Strategy (2002), National Healthy Schools Standards and QCA Curriculum Guidance 2002.  This policy is related to the school’s PSHE & Citizenship Policy, Confidentiality Policy, behaviour Policy & Health & Safety Policy.

This policy is accessible to all teaching and non-teaching staff and a copy is provided for each member of the governing body.  Reference copies are available from the Headteacher for parent/carers and all other persons who come in contact with the pupils.

Date of implementation January 2012
Next Review January 2015
Signed _______________________________ (Headteacher)


Mrs L. Mallin
Signed ________________________________(Named Governor)


Mrs S. Greaves
Definition
What is a Drug?

A drug is a substance that, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way we see things and the way our body works.  This policy covers a range of drugs including medicines, tobacco, alcohol, solvents and illegal drugs.

The Purpose of the Policy

The aim of this policy is to provide a framework for effective drug education and for dealing with drug related incidents within the school environment.  The drug education programme reflects the aims and values of our school and it’s Governing Body.

Rationale

Current research indicates that drug use both legal and illegal is rising amongst young people and as part of the school’s care and welfare of the pupils we believe we have a duty to inform and educate them about drug use.

Drugs are a reality in children’s lives and schools share responsibility with parents and the community to educate pupils about the risks and consequences of drug use and to encourage them to make healthy informed choices.

The school recognises the need to provide a balanced drug education programme, containing accurate and up to date information alongside the development of life-skills.

To whom does this policy apply?

This policy applies to school pupils, all staff, parents and other visitors on site.

Where does this policy apply?
This policy applies at all times when staff are acting in loco parentis, this includes educational visits in line with the Schools Education Visit’s Policy and the County Guidelines on visits off site.  The policy applies to pupils travelling to and from school and during break and lunchtimes.  It also affects the use of school premises after normal school hours.  Organisers of any after school events should be made aware of the policy and their responsibility to implement it.

Roles and responsibilities

Headteacher – The Headteacher takes overall responsibility for providing a safe place of work for all staff and pupils and as such takes responsibility for this policy, its implementation and for liaison with the Governing body, parents, LEA and appropriate outside agencies in the event of a drug related incident.

Pupils who are suspected of being at risk from drugs will be supported and monitored with assistance from relevant agencies.

Governors – As part of their general responsibilities for the management of the school, the governors play a key role in the implementation of the school’s policy for drug education and prevention (as referenced in Drugs Guidance for School 2004).  They will continue their involvement through regular evaluation of the policy.

The named lead Governor with responsibility for this policy is Mrs S. Greaves.
All Staff – Drug prevention is a whole school issue.  All staff, both teaching and non-teaching, should be aware of the policy and how it relates to incidents.  This includes kitchen staff, lunchtime supervisors, caretaker and cleaning staff.  If they have any queries or training requirements these should be made known to the Headteacher/PSHE Co-ordinator.

Caretaker – The caretaker regularly checks the school premises. Any drugs or drug paraphernalia found will be recorded and reported to the Headteacher and dealt with in accordance with this policy.

Parents – Parents are encouraged to support the school’s drug education programme and have access to this policy.  They are responsible for ensuring that the guidelines relating to medication in schools are followed.  The school plays its part in ensuring that parents have up to date information regarding drugs.  Parents have the right to be informed of any incident that could result in potential harm to their child.  This can be a very sensitive issue for parents, and therefore, it will be handled with care and consideration.  The Headteacher will consider if there are any special circumstances, which may temper this right.

Drug Education

Aims and Objectives

The Main aims of our drugs education are:

· To enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, exploring their own and other people’s attitudes and developing and practising skills.

· To promote positive attitude towards healthy lifestyles.

· To provide accurate information about substances.

· To equip children with the knowledge, understanding and skills that enable them to make informed social and moral choices.  The programme has the primary objective of helping children to become more confident and responsible young people.

· To increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of use and misuse.

· To let children know what they should do if they come across drugs or are aware of other people using them.

· To enable children to become accurately informed on the effects, good or bad, of drugs on health and make healthy informed choices.

Drug Education – Programme of Study

This school provides a planned Drug Education Curriculum as part of P.S.H.E. and through the Statutory Science Curriculum.  The programme reflects knowledge and understanding, attitudes and personal & social skills.  It is responsive to the needs of the pupils and relevant to their age, experience and maturity.  The programme will involve a wide variety of strategies.

Curriculum Organisation

The drug education programme will be taught by the class teacher as either health education or cross-curricular, linked to PSE, English, History, Art and Geography and will be evident in the usual planning.  It will be taught within a safe, secure and supportive learning environment and will be delivered using a variety of interactive and participatory teaching methods and a range of opportunities for learning will be provided. 

National curriculum requirements in Science will be covered using suitable materials according to the class.  The class teacher will be honest and truthful in answering pupils questions as they occur with due consideration given to the age and ability of the pupil.  The school acknowledges its legal obligation for the spiritual, moral, mental and physical development of its pupils, and will deliver the drugs education programme in a sensitive manner upholding a policy of equal opportunities.

When external contributors are used to enhance lessons the school will ensure that the sessions are pre-planned and that a teacher will be present throughout.

Staffing

This school has designated members of staff (Mrs L. Mallin and Mrs H. Bruce) with responsibilities for overseeing the planning and co-ordination of drug education.  The management of drug incidents is the responsibility of the Headteacher (Mrs L. Mallin).  All class teachers will teach drug education supported, at appropriate times by the Life Education Centre and the school nurse.

This school recognises that most pupils are likely to know something about drugs although this knowledge may be inaccurate, incomplete or based on myth.  The school will strive to use pupils existing knowledge beliefs and experiences as a baseline for the development of the programme.  Inclusion of this information ensures that the content is credible and relevant and it provides the baseline against which the programme can be evaluated.  Existing knowledge and understanding will be identified through draw and write activities, circle time, questionnaires and through discussion in school or class councils.

The school acknowledges that special consideration must be given to particular groups of children. This includes pupils with special educational needs whose parents/carers or relatives use drugs, pupils who have missed substantial amounts of schooling or pupils vulnerable to drug misuse. Our school will ensure an appropriate focus is placed on drug education for these groups.  

Staff Support and Training

It is important that all school staff have general drug awareness and a good understanding of the policy, including an understanding of how to manage drug incidents.  

Drug education is more effective when taught by teachers who have the necessary subject knowledge and the school will strive to provide or access appropriate training for all staff.  The school’s senior management team will support access to CPD and any member of staff wishing to attend training should contact the Headteacher

Assessment, Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

The elements of drug education delivered as part of the science curriculum will be assessed in accordance with National Curriculum requirements.  The learning from other elements of drug education will be assessed as part of overall P.S.H.E. provision.  The school will use a variety of methods to assess drug education.

The quality, relevance & effectiveness of our drug education programme will be reviewed regularly.

Managing a Drug Related Incident

This section of the policy provides the framework of procedures for dealing with an incident if it should occur.  The primary concern of the school is the care and welfare of the pupils and as such will seek to balance the safety and security of the school with the needs of pupils.

The member of staff responsible for co-ordinating the school’s response to drug incidents is Mrs L. Mallin.

Medicines

See school policy/guidelines on the administration of medicines.

Tobacco

The school is a no smoking school in line with National and County Council guidelines – see school No Smoking policy.  This rule also applies when on school visits.

Alcohol

This policy covers all areas of the school at all times.  

The consumption of alcohol will be permitted at the discretion of the Head Teacher.  It will be by those eligible to do so, in an appropriate fashion, in areas agreed by the Head Teacher.

The possession or consumption of alcohol by pupils is banned.

Solvents

The school will ensure that potentially harmful substances, including aerosols, are stored safely and pupils supervised carefully in the event of them being used in the course of the school day.

Solvents are not accessible to pupils at any time.

Illegal Substances

No illegal or illicit substances should be brought to school or used on school premises.

Management of Drugs at School

In the event of a drug related incident occurring on the school premises

The school will follow the guidelines recommended by the LA.

“Situation involving drugs without medical authority”

To ensure the safety of all young people and staff the school will take possession of any drugs and will deal with them in the following manner:

1.
Illegal drugs will be confiscated, packaged in a plastic bag or envelope and all details relating to the incident recorded and stored with them.  The drugs will then be stored in the safe. and the police will be contacted to deal with the disposal of the substances.  This action will be witnessed by at least two members of staff.  School staff should not attempt to identify drugs by tasting them and should not leave the school premises with any substances in their possession.  Parents/Carers will be informed of the incident and where appropriate a meeting set up to discuss the incident and resulting sanctions.

Full details of the incident will be recorded on an incident report form and a copy of this will be sent to the LEA.  These forms are available from Mrs L. Mallin. 
The law does not require the school to divulge the names of any students to the police. Where the school chooses to provide this information the police will be required to follow set internal procedures.   

2.
In the case of other drugs (alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances and medicines) the school will confiscate the substances, store them securely as above and will contact parents re the incident.  Parents will be invited to school to discuss the incident and any consequences of breaking school rules.  At this visit the substances will be returned to the parents.

IN BOTH OF THESE SITUATIONS THE SCHOOL:

· May choose not to inform parents/carers if the safety of the young person is jeopardised.  At this point the school’s Child Protection Officer must be involved.
· Will not search personal property without the young person’s consent.  School property, e.g. Desks or cloakrooms, can be searched and this action will be witnessed.  The pupils consent will be sought but is not required if the school believes an offence has been committed.
The school has discussed the disposal of drug paraphernalia with the caretaker and every effort will be made to ensure the school grounds are kept free of any such materials.  In the case of needles and syringes they will be placed in a secure container, using gloves.  The use of bottles or cans for the storage of needles is not appropriate.  The school will then contact the local police or environmental health to discuss disposal of the paraphernalia.

In the event of discovering a hypodermic needle the following procedure should be followed in order to protect all persons

1. Do not attempt to pick up the needle

2. Cover the needle with a bucket or other container

3. If possible cordon off the area to make it safe

4. Inform the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher

5. Contact environmental health and/or police

Tel : 
Environmental Health

01670 534047


Northumbria Police

03456 043 043
The school acknowledges that any response taken to deal with drug related issues must balance the needs of the individual with those of the wider school community.  Information regarding young people’s needs in relation to drug use will come from a variety of sources not just as a response to an incident.  The school will carefully examine all evidence before proceeding with any action and will use a wide range of responses including the guidelines for ‘exclusion protocols’.
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