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Policy for Design and Technology

Policy Statement

Design and Technology is a broad subject area which covers designing, making and evaluating. These processes are applied to practical tasks such as model making, food preparation, using construction apparatus or working on a functional product such as a pencil case.
Design and Technology facilitates the development of many skills. Children learn to use tools and the techniques that will enable them to design and make products for a variety of purposes. They need to plan and to think creatively. Work can be done individually, or in pairs or in groups when children have to learn how to cooperate with others to meet the challenges of the curriculum.
Children become aware of topical issues such as sustainability and the protection of the environment as they examine and reflect upon the materials that they use.

Aims

· To provide opportunities for all children to design and make good quality products. 

· To develop design and making skills, knowledge and understanding to the best of each child’s ability using a range of tools, materials and components safely. 

· To enable children to progressively understand the ways in which products have been designed in the past and in present times to meet the needs of differing populations.

Implementation 

The school has a Creative Curriculum which allows cross-curricular links. This means that the time allocated to Design Technology may be used in blocks to suit the topic being delivered rather than for an hour per week. 
To ensure delivery of the subject the member of staff responsible will sample work and examine planning. Targets from ‘Raising Standards by Setting Targets and Tracking 
Progress’ from Focus Education Ltd. and a list of skills that children need to acquire from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 2 from the Design and Technology Association, accompany this document to assist teachers to ensure proper coverage. 

Activities

The National Curriculum specifies that units of work must contain the following components:-

· Investigative and evaluative activities

· Focused practical tasks

· Designing and making assignments

Learning outcomes

Children will design and make a range of products. A good quality finish will be expected which is appropriate to the age and ability of the child.
Children will record their work in ways that match their abilities. This may be with design sheets, process diaries or with digital cameras. They should evaluate their work at each stage.
Displays should show the stages of making products as well as the finished objects.

Equal Opportunities

We need to maintain awareness of, and to provide for, equal access for all our pupils in Design and Technology. We need to take into account cultural background, gender, Special Needs and Gifted and Talented Status in our planning, teaching and use of published materials. The specific needs of some pupils should be identified so that appropriate strategies can be used.

Health and Safety

Teachers will ensure the safe use of tools and equipment and insist on good practice. 

Health and Safety Guidance will be agreed by the staff.
A list of children with food allergies is available in each class and must be consulted before food preparation. Guidance for food preparation is available in the co-ordinators file.

Role of the Co-ordinator

The subject co-ordinator is Mrs J. Olsen and the link governor is Mr A. Barrett.

Mrs Olsen holds the following qualifications:-
Professional Certificate in Design and Technology. Subject Leadership  - 

Awarded by the Design and Technology Association (DATA) at Sunderland University, 2008.

Food Safety in the Primary Classroom.

Level 2 Award in Food Safety in Catering.

Health and Safety in the Classroom.

The co-ordinator will:
· Lead the development of design and technology in the school

· Provide guidance to staff

· Disseminate relevant information

· Review and monitor units of work 

· Sample and level children’s work

· Order stock and be responsible for the maintenance of resources

· Review policy statements.
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