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ADMISSIONS POLICY

When the number of applications for a particular school exceeds the number of places available in the year group in question, priority will be given to the following categories of pupils in descending order of merit:-

1. Pupils residing within the catchment area of the school and those on whose behalf firm evidence is presented that they will be resident in the catchment area by the appropriate admission date.  Parents intending to move into the area of the requested school are advised that it is essential to provide evidence of removal i.e. a solicitors letter, confirming the date of exchange of contracts.
2. Pupils on whose behalf evidence of exceptional medical or social need is presented.  This will normally have to be supported by a professionally involved third party.  A letter from a doctor will be required if the request is made on medical grounds.

3. Pupils who have an older brother or sister who already attends the school and who is expected to be on roll at the school at the time of admission.

4. Requests on behalf of pupils which are based on the need to maintain continuity of educational provision, including continuity within a feeder pattern between schools.

5. Pupils on whose behalf preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined above.

When applications on behalf of children who are resident in other local educational authorities are being considered, in order to ensure that they are treated on an equitable basis, category 1. of the criteria will not be applied to the school in question.

Should it prove necessary, because places are limited, to distinguish between pupils in any given category, priority will be given to those who live nearest to the school, measured in a direct line from home to school.

The Local Education Authority reserves the right to vary these criteria to take account of revisions to legislation or its interpretation by the courts.

In instances where it is demonstrated that a place in a preferred school has been obtained on the basis of a false statement of address, the Local Education Authority reserves the right to discount the clause covering attendance at a feeder school, when considering an application for a place on transfer to the next stage of schooling.  There is also the possibility that the offer of a place at a school may be withdrawn if false information relating to address or any other matter is made.

In cases when an application for a place has to be refused, parents may request that the child’s name be placed on a waiting list for the school in question by writing to the Director of Education.  If a place subsequently becomes available, the school’s waiting list will be examined and priority will be given to applicants in keeping with the criteria shown above.  The Education Directorate will then make contact with the parents concerned.  A name will be retained on a waiting list for the relevant school year from the date of receipt of the parental request for the child’s name to be included.

The last date for receipt of requests for places for September 2001 will be 15 December 2000.

It is hoped that the majority of parents should be notified of the result of their preference by the end of March 2001.

It should be noted that, as a result of a court judgement, it is now necessary for parents of all pupils who are starting or transferring school to complete parental preference forms requesting places at their requested school (previously this was only necessary for parents requesting places at schools other than the catchment area school for their address).
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